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PAGE 01 LIBREV 01755 311903Z 
73 

ACTION SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO PM-04 MC-02 AID-05 ACDA-05 

DODE-OO EB-07 NRC-05 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 

COME-OO L-03 H-02 INR-07 /067 W 

084247 

R 311244Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7019 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1755 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, GB 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE GOG REACTION TO DISCLOSURE OF AGENTS FEES IN 
MILITARY SALES 

REF: STATE 255260 

1. ALTHOUGH STANDARD PRACTICE IN GOG PURCHASES, AGENTS’ FEES 
NEVER MADE PUBLIC. LAST JUNE PRESIDENT BONGO IDENTIFIED BY ASHLAND 
OIL AS RECIPIENT OF "FEE" CONNECTED WITH OBTAINING OIL CONCESSION. 
GOG HAS ISSUED PUBLIC DENIALS OF BONGO'S COMPLICITY BUT PRESIDENT 
UNDERSTANDABLY WILL BE SENSITIVE TO FEE DISCLOSURES SUCH AS 
DESCRIBED REFTEL. 

2. IN PAST, GOG PREFERRED COMMERCIAL PURCHASES OF U.S. MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT IN SPITE FMS CREDIT ELEGIBILITY. WHILE REFTEL NOT 
CLEAR WHAT FEE DISCLOSURE MECHANISMS CONTEMPLATED BY DEPT. OR 
CONGRESS FOR COMMERCIAL SALES, EMBASSY FEARS U.S. FIRMS 

WOULD BE VIRTUALLY RULED OUT OF GABONESE MARKET BY REQUIREMENT 
TO DISCLOSE AGENTS’ FEES OR EVEN BY PROCEDURE THAT FORCES 
GOG PUBLICLY TO WAIVE FEE DISCLOSURE REQUIRMENT.STEIGMAN 
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